When and Why Did People Start Living in Giies? m

Field Note

“The contemporary landscape of Genoa
stands as a reminder of the city’s historic
importance. Long before Europe became
divided up into states, a number of cities in
northern Italy freed themselves from the
strictures of feudalim and began to func-
tion autonomously. Genoa and Venice were
two of these, and they became the foci of
significant Mediterranean maritime trading
empires. In the process, they also became
magnificent, wealthy cities. Although most
buildings in Genoa'’s urban core date from a
more recent era, the layout of streets and
public squares harkens back to the city’s im-
perial days. Is it a surprise that the city gave
birth to one of the most famous explorers
of all time: Christopher Columbus?”
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Genoa, Italy. © Alexander B. Murphy.

labor force for the burgeoning industries (for a further
discussion of industrialization, see Chapter 12).

Not all mercantile cities turned into industrial cities.
Many industrial cities grew from small villages or along
canal and river routes, The primary determinant in the lo-
cation of early industrial cities was proximity to a power
source. For textile manufacturing, industrial cities had to
be sited near fresh water sources to power the water loom.
In Great Britain, industrial cities involved in textile manu-
facturing were located in the Pennines, where fresh water
flowed down the hillsides. Industrial cities involved in
iron manufacturing were located arour'ld 'Bi’rmin gham'and
Coalbrookdale, easily accessible to Britain’s coal and iron

ore fields. o
When industrialization diffused from Great Bn;am to
the European mainland, the places most ready for industri-

alization had undergone their own second :{g_nculru(r]al I‘t;V:
olution, had surplus capital from mcrcant!hs:nlz;n colo
nialism, and were located near coal fields (Fig. 917)- bl

With industrialization, cities bccamc.unregl,:u ::ltes
jumbles of activity. Factories cnglllfcd pr:lvatﬁ 50 ::0‘:;,:
Open spaces became refuse dumps. Urban Iwc ega“im-
verted elegant housing into overcrowded stull adequate
tion systems failed, and water supphcs wcrz mar -anRC"'
and often polluted. By the Jate 180_05, th.c Il’]f ust Il e
olution had changed transportation signi lﬂ?l:::(f .watcr
Steam engine, powered by coal, not only pumj

from mines for coal mining but also powered the rail-
road and steamship. The diffusion of the railroad gave
cities that were not near coal fields the chance to indus-
trialize. Cities like London, Paris, and Amsterdam re-
tained their preindustrial shape. But with the diffusion of
the railroad, ugly railroad tracks knifed through long-
stable neighborhoods.

Living conditions were dreadful for workers in
cities, and working conditions were shocking. Children
worked 12-hour shifts in textile mills, typically six days a
week. In industrial cities, health conditions were worse
than they had been in medieval imes; the air was polluted
and the water contaminated. The grimy, soot-covered
cities of the British Midlands were appropriately deemed
the “black towns.” Few if any safety mechanisms pro-
tected the laborers, and injuries were common.

In the late 1800s, as Karl Marx and Frederick
Engels (writing in Germany) encouraged “workers of
the world” to unite, conditions in European manufac-
turing cities gradually improved. Industries began to
recognize workers’ rights, and governments intervened
by legislating workers’ rights and introducing city plan-
ning and zoning. Many manufacturing cities in North
America never suffered as much as their European pred-
ecessors, although living and working conditions for
factory workers (and “blue-collar” workers generally)
were far from satisfactory. American manufacturing
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Europe,1914 Adapted with permission from: Geoffrey Barraclough,
rid History, 5 edition, Hammond Incorporated, 1998.

the ?_ro_bleu‘-ns _of the  source, as some define urban areas as being over 2500
;\_e l‘:itc nineteenth  people and others over 5000 people; still others use em-
Am : can manuf?c- ployment (percent nonagricultural) as the major criterion.
dequa .;plgpmn_g By whatever definition, urbanization has become a global
opment of Phefmmenon, with the majority of the world’s people liv-

Ing in cities today.
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lOSiS_tS have found that the houses in Indus River
ch as Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa, were a unifor™
h se had access to a sewer system, and palaces
from the cultural landscape. Derive a theory &
nditions were present in these cities that
d: P class and a surplus of agriculturd
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