


The Electoral College
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/84/Electoral_map.svg

Criticisms of the Electoral College

* Unequal weight of votes - amplified voting
power to voters in states with small

populations

* The vote of an individual living in a state with
three electoral votes is proportionally more
influential than the vote of an individual living
in a state with a large number of electoral

votes

* Ensures that candidates pay attention to
“swing-states” - not firmly rooted in a party



Criticisms of the Electoral College

* Losing the popular vote - 1824, 1876, 1888,
2000, 2016
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:PopWinnerLosesElecVote.png

Criticisms of the Electoral College

* Focus on large “swing states” - it is
theoretically possible to win the election by
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votes

e 2000 & 2004 - 11 states gave 111 votes to
Bush and 160 votes to Gore/Kerry


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dc/2004CampaignAttention.png

Support for the Electoral College

* Requires a distribution of
popular support to win

* Candidate cannot count |
on winning the election |
based solely on a heavy
concentration of votes in
a few areas - avoids g&
sectionalism - Lincoln - RS

victory
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Support for the Electoral College

Maintains the federal character of the nation

Enhances status of minority groups - encourages
candidates to court a wide variety of minorities and
special interests to gain the edge

Encourages stability in the two-party system

Isolation of election problems = popular vote would
encourage voter fraud

Maintains separation of powers - direct election
could undermine the legitimacy of the other
branches (leg. and jud.) if pres. candidate wins in
landslide = “divine mandate from the people”



