
Introduction to 
Memory and 

Encoding

The processing of 
information into the 

memory system



The Memory process

ÅEncoding

ÅStorage

ÅRetrieval



Encoding

ÅThe processing of information into 
the memory system.

Typing info into a computer Getting a girls name at a party



Storage

ÅThe retention of encoded 
material over time.

Pressing Ctrl S and 

saving the info.

Saying her name over and over 

when you leave the party.



Retrieval
ÅThe process of getting the 

information out of memory 
storage.

Finding your document 

and opening it up.

Seeing her the next day 

and calling her the wrong 

name (retrieval failure).



How does a computer encode, 
store, and retrieve information?



How well do you remember 
the storyé?

Å1.)  Where did Mr. O do his student 
teaching?

Å2.)  What city did Mr. O drive back to for 
trivia?

Å3.)  How many consecutive hours did the 
trivia contest run for?

Å4.)  Who was Mr. Oôs cooperating teacher?

Å5.)  What type of animal landed on Mr. Oôs 
windshield?

Å6.)  Why did Mr. O get pulled over by the 
police officer?



Levels of Processing

ÅVisual

ïThe encoding 
of picture 
images

ÅAcoustic

ïThe encoding 
of sound

ÅSemantic

ïThe encoding 
of meaning

Of the three, semantic encoding retains the most 
information, combining encoding methods works even 
better, and attaching personal meaning is best.


