
AP Human Geo Review



Part 1 – Geography: 
nature and perspective



Geographic Information System (GIS)

A geographic information 

system (GIS), also known 

as a geographical 

information system or 

geospatial information 

system, is any system for 

capturing, storing, analyzing 

and managing data and 

associated attributes which 

are spatially referenced to 

Earth.



GPS = Global Positioning System

Utilizing a constellation of at least 24

Medium Earth Orbit satellites that 

transmit precise microwave signals, 

the system enables a GPS receiver 

to determine its location, speed, 

direction, and time. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:ConstellationGPS.gif
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:ConstellationGPS.gif
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:GPS_Receivers.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:GPS_Receivers.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:GPS_Satellite_NASA_art-iif.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:GPS_Satellite_NASA_art-iif.jpg


Choices for cartographers

1.  Projection 

– “all maps lie flat, all flat maps lie”

2.  Simplification

– Distortion, omission, straightening

3.  Map scale

– Degree of zoom

4.  Data aggregation

– Size of unit under investigation

5.  Map type



Projection
The system used to 

transfer locations from 
Earth’s surface to a flat 

map.



Mercator ProjectionThe Mercator 
projection is a 
cylindrical map 

projection presented by 
geographer and 

cartographer Gerardus
Mercator, in 1569. It 
became the standard 

map projection for 
nautical purposes

because of its ability to 
represent lines of 
constant course--
perfect for "true" 

direction.



Displaying the same geographical features at 
various scales may also depict misleading results.

Types of scale

1. distance on a map compared to the distance 
on the earth

2. extent of research / scale of analysis (local, 
national, global)



Small Scale Map
large area represented (small or few details) 

Large Scale Map
small area represented (large or lots of details) 

The larger the second number, the smaller the scale

The map of Nakusp 
(1:20,000) on the left 
is a large-scale map 

in relation to the 
small-scale map of 

southern British 
Columbia 

(1:5,000,000) on the 
right.

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_9ZfGnkl93yY/TQD5OPh29dI/AAAAAAAAAEw/AW-NxF2Cvdw/s1600/mapscale.png
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_9ZfGnkl93yY/TQD5OPh29dI/AAAAAAAAAEw/AW-NxF2Cvdw/s1600/mapscale.png


Region
• Area that shares similar 

characteristics
• Unified character 
comes from cultural 

landscape



Types of Regions

• Formal regions
– Example: Montana

• Functional (nodal) 
regions
– Example: the circulation 

area of a newspaper

• Vernacular 
(perceptual) regions
– Example: the American 

South

US Fish and Wildlife 
Services Regions 



Diffusion  
The spread of some 

phenomenon over space
& through time from a 

limited number of origin 
points



Types of Diffusion

1. Relocation Diffusion
2. Expansion Diffusion

a. Hierarchical Diffusion
b. Contagious Diffusion
c. Stimulus Diffusion



How do innovations diffuse?

Relocation Diffusion 
• A process in which items being 
diffused leave the original areas 

behind as they move to new areas.  
Initially the number of adopters stays 

the same. 
• Associated with migration 



How do innovations diffuse?

Expansion Diffusion
• A process in which the 
items being diffused remain 

and often intensify in the 
origin area as new areas are 

being affected
• Number of adopters increases



How do innovations diffuse?

Contagious Effect
• Diffusion of a disease, cultural 

trait, idea, or innovation that 
spreads outward from a node or 

epicenter in wave-like fashion 
• Places near origin affected 1st; 

places farther away affected later



How do innovations diffuse?

Hierarchical Effect
• Diffusion of a disease, cultural trait, idea, 

or innovation from larger to smaller 
places, leaping over nearby but small 

places in the early stages 

• Emphasizes the size distribution of urban 
places (i.e., the urban hierarchy) in 

explaining the spread of things over time 
and space. 





How do innovations diffuse?

Stimulus
• Diffusion in which one people receives a 

culture element from another but gives it 
a new and unique form

• The spread of an underlying principle, 
even though a specific characteristic is 

rejected
• Example: veggie burger in India



Globalization
Describes a process by which regional economies, 

societies, and cultures have become integrated 
through a globe-spanning network of 

communication and trade

1. Trade-promotion of free trade, rise of 
transnational corporations (NAFTA, 
maquiladoras, SEZs), global division of labor, 
international financial markets 

2. Culture- English as a lingua franca, food, popular 
culture, immigration  

3. Politics – European Union, international criminal 
court (ICC) 



Part 2 – Population 



Population changes in the US 

If the world were 100 people

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OTaYKEumwc8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QFrqTFRy-LU


World Population in Visual Form

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VcSX4ytEfcE&feature=you
tube_gdata_player

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VcSX4ytEfcE&feature=youtube_gdata_player




Population pyramid:
Graphic depiction of 

population by percentage 
in each age group, divided 

by gender



Population pyramid:
shape of pyramid results 
from interaction among 

fertility (birth rates), 
mortality (death rates), 

and migration.  



Population pyramid:
The shape of a pyramid can also 
reflect historical events (such as 

wars or disease epidemics), 
socio-economic factors, and 

political policies that affected 
population.



• High infant mortality

• Short life expectancy

• Rapid population growth

Population Pyramids for Poor Countries



• Low infant mortality

• Long life expectancy, especially for females

• Little or no growth, even natural decrease

Population Pyramids for Wealthy Countries



Demographic momentum 

The idea that a 
population will continue 

growing long after 
replacement fertility has 

been reached. 



Demographic momentum 

Replacement fertility means that 
women are averaging 2.1 

children each. Demographic 
momentum happens because of 
a large fraction of its population 

entering their reproductive 
years.



How Do Governments Affect 
Population Change?

1.  Expansive population policies

– Anti-capitalist ideologies (e.g., Maoist China, 
Soviet Union)

– Combating declining birth rates, aging populations 
(e.g., Europe)

2. Eugenic population policies 

– (e.g., Nazi Germany, United States)

3. Restrictive population policies

– China



Pro-natalist

An attitude or policy that 
encourages childbearing

Anti-natalist

Concerned with limiting 
population growth



International Migration

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lOZmqIwqur4


Pull Factors

Positive conditions and 
perceptions that 
effectively attract 

people to new 
locations from other 

areas.  

Negative conditions 
and perceptions that 

induce people to leave 
their home and migrate 

to a new locale.  

Push Factors



Figure 3-2

Three largest groups 

of refugees are 

Afghans, 

Palestinians, and 

Iraqis

• Afghanistan – more than three decades of 

civil war and invasion

• Palestinians – after creation of Israel and 1967 

war

• Iraqis – rapid increase after U.S. invasion in 

2003

Refugees: Sources and Destinations



Worldwide
most 

prominent 
intraregional 
migration = 

rural to 
urban



United States 
most 

prominent 
intraregional 
migration = 

cities to 
suburbs



Migration to the United States

Figure 3-8



Movement
Cyclic 

Movement 
movement away 
from home for a 

short period.

– Commuting

– Seasonal 
movement (“snow 

birds”)

– Nomadism

Periodic 
Movement 

movement away from 
home for a longer 

period.

– Migrant labor

– Pastoral farming

– Military service

– College 



Part 3 – Cultural patterns
and processes 

Click here for short global overview

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QFrqTFRy-LU


What Are Local and Popular Cultures?

• Local culture: A group in a particular place 
that sees itself as a community, shares 
experiences, customs, and traits, and works to 
preserve those traits and customs to 
distinguish the group from others. (a.k.a. folk 
culture)

• Popular culture: A large, heterogeneous 
population, typically urban, with rapidly 
changing culture.



How Is Popular Culture Diffused?

Distance-decay: 
More interaction 
between closer 

places than between 
more distant places



How Is Popular Culture Diffused?

• Time-space compression: 
Interaction dependent on 
connectedness among places

• Used by geographers to 
indicate the apparent 
compression of geographic 
space by faster means of 
transport and 
communication. 
– Telegraph, Telephone, Fax 

Machine, Internet, Rail, Cars, 
Trains, Jets



Environmental Determinism

The view that the physical 
environment, rather than social 
conditions, determines culture. 
Those who believe this view say 
that humans are strictly defined 
by the environment and cannot 

deviate



Possibilism

The theory that the physical 
environment may set limits on 

human actions, but people have 
the ability to adjust to the 

physical environment and choose
a course of action from many 

alternatives.



Currywurst
http://www.nytimes.com/video/2011/01/26/

world/1248069590973/currywurst-on-the-
street.html?scp=1&sq=currywurst&st=cse

http://www.nytimes.com/video/2011/01/26/world/1248069590973/currywurst-on-the-street.html?scp=1&sq=currywurst&st=cse


Language

English is the most widely spoken language in the 
world, thus becoming the world’s lingua franca.

a. Define lingua franca.

b. Identify and describe ONE historical factor 
that contributed to the worldwide use of 
English.

c. Identify and explain TWO examples that show 
how globalization in contributing to English 
becoming the world’s lingua franca.  









Why are there so many names for 
Germany?

Click here - 4 minutes

The Worlds Language in maps 
and charts

Click here for maps

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQPYkdp_7Vc
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2015/04/23/the-worlds-languages-in-7-maps-and-charts/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2015/04/23/the-worlds-languages-in-7-maps-and-charts/


Types of Religion

Universalizing
A religion that 

attempts to appeal 
to all people, not just 

those living in a 
particular location. It 
sometimes includes 
missionary work and 

evangelism.  

Ethnic
A religion with a relatively 

concentrated spatial 
distribution whose 

principles are likely to be 
based on the physical 
characteristics of the 

particular location in which 
its adherents are 

concentrated



Examples

Universalizing
Christianity 

(Catholic, Protestant, 
Orthodox)

Islam 

(Sunni, Shiite)

Buddhism

(Mahayana, Theravada, 
Tantrayana)

Ethnic

Hinduism

Confucianism

Daoism (Taoism)

Shintoism

Judaism

Animism 













Describe how and where Christianity diffused.  

Initial Diffusion – Roman Empire

• diffused from hearth in Palestine to Europe through relocation 
of missionaries 

• carried along the Roman Empire’s roads and sea networks

• contagious diffusion spread religion through daily contact 
between people in towns and countryside

• diffused hierarchically after the acceptance by Roman emperors.

Later Diffusion

• continued to spread after 1500 through the migration and 
missionary activity of Europeans

• diffused to North and South America, Australia, New Zealand, 
and parts of Africa





Describe how and where Islam diffused.  

• Diffused from Mecca in present day Saudi Arabia

• Muslim armies conquered Palestine, the Persian 
Empire, and much of India where many individuals 
were converted

• Conversion through intermarriage

• Islam continued to spread to North Africa and 
present-day Spain through conquest

• Diffusion continued in parts of sub-Saharan Africa 
and Southeast Asia through relocation of 
missionaries  





Describe how and where Buddhism diffused.  

• Emperor Asoka spread Buddhism in 
empire and sent missionaries to 
neighboring territories, including Sri Lanka

• Missionaries continued to spread 
Buddhism to Kashmir, Burma, and parts of 
India

• Merchants and traders introduced 
Buddhism to China 





Describe the differences in holy places for universalizing and 
ethnic religions.  In addition, give at least one example of each.  

• Ethnic religions have holy places that are 
connected to the physical environment of its 
hearth.
– In Hinduism places are often riverbanks and coastlines

– Mt.Kailas, Ganges River

• Universalizing religions tend to have holy places 
associated with its founders life.
– Buddhist shrines where Buddha born, where he reached 

wisdom, where he gave his first sermon, where he died, 
and where he performed miracles

– Birthplace of Muhammad (Mecca), where he received 
support (Medina)





Diffusion of Judaism

• Diffusion after Jews forced out of Roman 
Empire (diaspora) in A.D. 70

• Many Jews migrated to Europe, some to North 
Africa and Asia

• Migration out of Europe after World War II to 
newly created state of Israel in 1948







Where the Hell is Matt?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zlfKdbWwruY

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pwe-pA6TaZk

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zlfKdbWwruY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pwe-pA6TaZk


Part IV: Political organization
of space 



What is Devolution?

Process whereby regions 
within a state demand and gain 
political strength and growing 
autonomy at the expense of 
the central government.  Can 
also be break up of a state. 



Examples of devolution?

• Break up of a state – former 
U.S.S.R., former Yugoslavia, 
British India

• Demand for autonomy –
United Kingdom, Spain 
(Catalonia, Basque region), 
Italy (South Tryol)



Balkanization

Process by which a 
state breaks down 

due to conflicts 
among ethnicities.



Irredentism
a national policy 
advocating the 
acquisition of 

some region in 
another country 

by reason of 
common 

linguistic, cultural, 
historical, ethnic, 

or racial ties



Shatterbelt

• An area of instability between 
regions with opposing political and 

cultural values
(e.g., Israel or Kashmir today; Eastern 

Europe during the Cold War).



Satellite state 
Designates a country 

that is formally 
independent in the 

world, but under 
heavy political, 
economic and 

military influence or 
control from another 

country.



The pursuit 
of statehood 
on the part 
of an ethnic 

nation. 

Ethnonationalism



Unitary vs. Federal forms of 
government

• a unitary 
government is 

highly centralized, 
with all authority 

emanating from the 
capital city

• a federal system 
organizes the 

territory into regions 
or provinces with 
substantial power 
over local affairs



How are boundaries 
established, and why 
do boundary disputes 

occur?



Countries Inside Countries
Click here - 3 minutes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vui-qGCfXuA


Boundary

A vertical plane that cuts 
through the rocks below 

(subsoil)and the airspace above, 
dividing one state territory from 

another.  



Establishing Boundaries
4 Step process

1. Define 

– Legal 
document, 
treaty 

2. Delimit

–Cartographers 
draw 

3. Demarcate
Mark with posts, 
fences, pillars, 
etc.

4. Administrate 
Determine how 
maintained



Border demarcation, Caswell St, Derby Line, VT. Credit: 
Essdras M Suarez/Globe Staff

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_58eOM8Ne2EA/TB_DwA3ZA8I/AAAAAAAAAEs/VCG8WykYzC0/s1600/CanadaUSA+Border.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_58eOM8Ne2EA/TB_DwA3ZA8I/AAAAAAAAAEs/VCG8WykYzC0/s1600/CanadaUSA+Border.jpg


Boundary Disputes

1. Definitional
• Focus on legal language
• Example: The boundary between 

Chile and Argentina was 
supposed to follow the highest 
peaks of the Andes Mountains; 
however, they almost went to 
war after discovering oil and gas 
deposits in the disputed area



Boundary Disputes

2. Locational
• Focus on demarcation and 

delimitation
• Interpretation of definition in 

dispute
• Example: The dispute between 

Jews and Muslims in Palestine 
about where the boundary 
should be. Sudan/South Sudan.



Boundary Disputes

3. Operational
• Neighbors differ on function of 

border (movement)
• Example: the United States and 

Mexico disagree over the issue of 
illegal immigration into the U.S



Boundary Disputes

4. Allocational
• Distribution of resources (i.e. 

water, oil, natural gas)
• Example: Oil dispute between 

Iraq and Kuwait



What does China want?  4 minutes

Jordan's geographic challenges - 2 min

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SscQBrJbiN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zn_4U9JmhXs


Miscellaneous Boundaries 

• Relic -A boundary that has ceased to 
function but can still be detected on 
the cultural landscape. It no longer 
exists as an international boundary.

Example: The Berlin Wall between 
East and West Germany



Miscellaneous Boundaries 

• Subsequent -A boundary that is 
established after settlement with an 
attempt to accommodate cultural 
differences.

Example: the border between China 
and Vietnam is the result of a long 
term process of adjustment and 
modification.



Miscellaneous Boundaries 

• Antecedent - A boundary that already 
existed before the present settlement in 
that area occurred. The cultural 
landscape emerged and stayed in place 
while people moved in to occupy the 
surrounding area.

Example: 49th parallel separating the 
U.S. and Canada.



Immanuel 
Wallerstein’s

World-
Systems 
Analysis

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=wallerstein's+world+systems+human+geography&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Rmu9585dDeo5OM&tbnid=RHvG1iggVFT_2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.fernandogomezherrero.com/blog/?p=1797&ei=mPEGUamdIIik2gXfuYHwDA&bvm=bv.41524429,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNEg1O1a9vUJY_1MaxiNW8tzeap3nw&ust=1359495961346366
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=wallerstein's+world+systems+human+geography&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Rmu9585dDeo5OM&tbnid=RHvG1iggVFT_2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.fernandogomezherrero.com/blog/?p=1797&ei=mPEGUamdIIik2gXfuYHwDA&bvm=bv.41524429,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNEg1O1a9vUJY_1MaxiNW8tzeap3nw&ust=1359495961346366
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=wallerstein's+world+systems+human+geography&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Rmu9585dDeo5OM&tbnid=zEE8rjvQlzZdCM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.fernandogomezherrero.com/blog/?p=1797&ei=mPEGUamdIIik2gXfuYHwDA&bvm=bv.41524429,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNEg1O1a9vUJY_1MaxiNW8tzeap3nw&ust=1359495961346366
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=wallerstein's+world+systems+human+geography&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Rmu9585dDeo5OM&tbnid=zEE8rjvQlzZdCM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.fernandogomezherrero.com/blog/?p=1797&ei=mPEGUamdIIik2gXfuYHwDA&bvm=bv.41524429,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNEg1O1a9vUJY_1MaxiNW8tzeap3nw&ust=1359495961346366


1. The world economy has one market 
and a global division of labor.

2. Although the world has multiple 
states, almost everything takes place 
within the context of the world 
economy.

3. The world economy has a three tier 
structure.  



The Three-Tier System



Core 
• use the resources of the 
periphery to continue their 

success

• high wage, high tech, higher 
education; generates more 
wealth in world economy



Semi-periphery
• where core and periphery 

processes both occurring

• countries such as the 4 Asian 
Tigers that are gaining in 

development by lack political 
importance of core 



Periphery
• low wage, low tech, lower 

levels of education 

• generates less wealth in world 
economy

• less investment by MDCs



Reapportionment

• Redistribution of representation in a 
legislative body (figure out where 

population is)

Redistricting

• Draw new boundaries

Gerrymandering

• Redraw legislative boundaries to benefit 
a party in power



Supranationalism

3 or more states organized 
to promote shared 

objectives or a common 
goal. 

(supra = above; beyond) 



Examples of Supranational 
Organizations 

• European Union (EU)

• NATO, Warsaw Pact

• League of Nations, United 
Nations

• NAFTA

• African Union



Part 5 – Land Use



First Agricultural 
Revolution

•Neolithic era

•9-14 thousand years 
ago, when humans 
first planted edible 

plants and 
domesticated wild 

animals



Carl Sauer
• Landscape Theory states that the cultural 

landscape is shaped by humans and 
various cultural aspects of their culture.

• Studied 1st Agricultural Revolution & 
beginning of plant domestication

– Cultivation of root crops in Southeast Asia 
and South Asia?



Invention of Agriculture

Crop Hearths: 

multiple hearths, disagreement over origin and diffusion 





Second Agricultural 
Revolution

Western Europe in the 17th

and 18th centuries, when 
people began to use crop 

rotation & New World crops, 
fertilizers, heavier plows, and 

selective breeding of 
livestock.



Third Agricultural 
Revolution

The Green 
Revolution: the 

invention and rapid 
diffusion of more 

productive 
agricultural 

techniques in the 
20th century. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cropduster_spraying_pesticides.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cropduster_spraying_pesticides.jpg


Rising sea levels-climate change

Women, development & agriculture

Food Deserts-Chicago

Model for Urban agriculture

Eating Insects

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D0MYO9peLRY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrCpkQiO8ls
http://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/Nearly_600_000_Chicagoans_Live_in_a_Food_Desert_Chicago.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vs7BG4lH3m4#t=143
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=euTBQOrpOmM#t=74


Women in Ag

Millennium Development Goals evaluated

http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1336128748001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAAAGWqYgE~,KxHPzbPALrG119kxMLhATbeQKohSc4Zs&bctid=1168061698001
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5DZF7YvwwM


Part 6 – Industrial location
& Economic Development

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=factory+location&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=PzLEvOB7QKtaXM&tbnid=TVLeYXRoDazr9M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.wiremeshmachinemanufacturer.com/china mesh machine facotry location.html&ei=F9OQUbutIoSIqwHcpIGQBw&bvm=bv.46340616,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNFKkP8PfV2bT1e11y58V_fNDfRMhQ&ust=1368532084067119
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=factory+location&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=PzLEvOB7QKtaXM&tbnid=TVLeYXRoDazr9M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.wiremeshmachinemanufacturer.com/china mesh machine facotry location.html&ei=F9OQUbutIoSIqwHcpIGQBw&bvm=bv.46340616,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNFKkP8PfV2bT1e11y58V_fNDfRMhQ&ust=1368532084067119


Human Development Index
A tool developed by the United Nations to 

measure and rank countries' levels of social and 
economic development based on four criteria: 

Life expectancy at birth, mean years of 
schooling, expected years of schooling and gross 

national income per capita. 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/32/2013_UN_Human_Development_Report_Quartiles.svg
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/32/2013_UN_Human_Development_Report_Quartiles.svg


School of Thought: Modernization

Time Period: 1940s – 1950s

Main Ideas
•Progressive stages 
of economic growth
•Trickle down 
economics 

Strategies
•Investment
•Large-scale 
industrialization 
projects
•Technology transfer



Rostow ‘s
“modernization” 

model of 
development

Stages of Economic Development

1. Traditional Society- subsistence 
agriculture, labor intensive, barter

2. Transitional Stage – increased 
specialization, surplus, emergence of 
transport system, external trade 
occurs

3. Take Off – industrialization 
increases, growth in a few regions 

4. Drive to Maturity – economy is 
diversifying, wide range of goods 
and services, less reliance on 
imports

5. High Mass Consumption – economy 
is geared toward mass consumption, 
service sector increasingly dominant



School of Thought: Dependency

Time Period: 1970s

Main Ideas
•Core-periphery 
model
•Neocolonialism

Strategies
•Import substitution 
(replacing foreign 
imports with domestic 
production)
•Nationalization



Neo-Colonialism

The entrenchment of the 
colonial order, such as trade 

and investment, under a 
new form.  



School of Thought: Neoliberal 
Counterrevolution 

Time Period: 1980s

Main Ideas

•Free market 
economics
•Transition 
economies

Strategies
•Privatization
•Foreign direct 
investment
•Free trade 
•Reduced role of state
•WTO, NAFTA



School of Thought: Sustainable 
Development

Time Period: 1990s

Main Ideas
•Global and 
environmental change
•Environmental 
economics
•Women & development
•Children & development

Strategies
•Resource conservation
•Environmental regulation
•Micro-loans
•Renewable resources
•Partnership w/ developed 
countries



Success Stories – International Trade

Four Asian Dragons 

(Tigers)

South Korea, Singapore, 
Taiwan & Hong Kong



Microfinance / Microcredit 

How Kiva works

About microfinance

http://www.kiva.org/about/how
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpSNM625LFU


GINI coefficient
A measurement of the income 

distribution of a country's residents. This 
number, which ranges between 0 and 1 
and is based on residents' net income, 
helps define the gap between the rich 

and the poor, with 0 representing perfect 
equality and 1 representing perfect 

inequality.



Weber’s Model -- 1909

Least Cost Theory – Industrial location 

1. transportation 
(most important), considers 
movement of raw materials to factory 
and finished products to market

2.  labor

3.  agglomeration



Agglomeration

When a substantial number of 

enterprises cluster in the same area.  

This allows them to share talents, 

services, and facilities.  
(For instance, big cities have transportation 

networks, insurance providers, high-speed 

internet, etc. . .)



Islands of Development
• A place where a government or corporation 

has built up and concentrated economic 
development in a certain city or small region.  

• In many countries in the periphery  the 
capital city is most influential (i.e. primate 
city)

– Nigeria moved capital to Abuja in the center of 
the state (ethnically neutral)

– Brazil moved capital to Brasilia (forward capital)



Export Processing Zones 

• Special manufacturing export zones 
which offer favorable tax, regulatory, 
and trade arrangements to foreign 
firms. 

–Maquiladoras (Mexico)

–Special Economic Zones (China)





Bulk Reducing Industry

• Economic activity in which the final 
product weighs less than its inputs. 

• If weight and bulk of any one input is 
particularly great, the firm may located 

near the source of that input to 
minimize transportation cost.

• Examples: copper, steel, lumber for 
paper and furniture 



Bulk-Gaining Industry

• Industry that makes something that gains 
volume or weight during production 

• Optimal location may be close to 
markets, where the product is sold

• Examples: beverages, bread products



Just in time delivery 

Method of inventory management made 
possible by efficient transportation and 

communication systems, whereby 
companies keep on hand just what they 
need for near-term production, planning 

that what they need for longer-term 
production will arrive when needed.



Footloose Industry
• An industry that can be placed and located at 

any location without effect from factors such 
as resources or transport.

• These industries often have spatially fixed 
costs, which means that the costs of the 

products do not change despite where the 
product is assembled.

• Example: computer chips



Quaternary Economic Activity
Service sector industries concerned with the 
collection, processing, and manipulation of 

information and capital.   Examples include finance, 
administration, insurance and legal services.  

Quinary Economic Activity
Service sector industries that require a high level of 
specialized knowledge or technical skills.  Examples 

include scientific research and high-level 
management. 

Tertiary  Economic Activity
Economic activity associated with the provision of 

services



New International Division of Labor

Transfer of some types of jobs, 
especially those requiring low-
paid, less-skilled workers, from 

more developed to less 
developed countries.



Basic vs. Nonbasic industries

• Basic industries – industries that sell 
outside the local region and thus 
bring new money into the region.

• Nonbasic industries – produce 
mainly for the local market, 

supplying the needs of the region’s 
inhabitants and businesses.  



Part 7: Cities & urban 
land use



What connections can you 
make to Human Geography?  

India Struggles to develop - carbon footprint

http://www.npr.org/2016/05/09/477382518/india-struggles-to-develop-without-furthering-carbon-footprint


Central Place Theory

Theory that explains the distribution of 
services, based on the fact that 

settlements serve as centers of market 
areas for services; larger settlements are 

fewer and farther apart than smaller 
settlements and provide services for a 

larger number of people who are willing to 
travel farther.



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=central+place+theory&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=MtnmjveVwT_j_M&tbnid=Ir6KcbMCDbAXfM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.picstopin.com/646/central-place/http:||3*bp*blogspot*com|_lq03k5WISRE|THYzLfIZtxI|AAAAAAAAC00|7m4M89RAf9A|s1600|CentralPlace02*jpg/&ei=WcR1UdTQFo-FqQGAtYDwBg&bvm=bv.45512109,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNHbfJZ44iPVQ5lOKLjYeDXVREqmog&ust=1366758816184239
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=central+place+theory&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=MtnmjveVwT_j_M&tbnid=Ir6KcbMCDbAXfM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.picstopin.com/646/central-place/http:||3*bp*blogspot*com|_lq03k5WISRE|THYzLfIZtxI|AAAAAAAAC00|7m4M89RAf9A|s1600|CentralPlace02*jpg/&ei=WcR1UdTQFo-FqQGAtYDwBg&bvm=bv.45512109,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNHbfJZ44iPVQ5lOKLjYeDXVREqmog&ust=1366758816184239


Click here for 3 minutes on megacities

Megacities 2050

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jnMivEZ8gc&sns=em


The Law of the Primate City and 
the Rank-Size Rule

•RSR - “If all the settlements of a country 
are ranked according to population size, 
the sizes of the settlements will be 
inversely proportional to their rank” (George Zipf)

•PC - The primate city is commonly at least 
twice as large as the next largest city and 
more than twice as significant. (Mark Jefferson, 1939) 



Five Hearths of Urbanization

In each of these hearths, an agricultural surplus and social 
stratification created the conditions necessary for cities to form 

and be maintained.

Mesopotamia, 3500 BCE

Nile River Valley, 3200 BCE

Indus River Valley, 2200 BCE

Huang He and Wei River Valleys, 1500 

BCE

Mesoamerica, 200 BCE



World Cities

Cities that function at the global scale, beyond 
the reach of the state borders, functioning as 

the service centers of the world economy. 



Global Cities-2 minutes

World's Most Polluted City

Click here for 4 minute video

Urbanization in China

Global Cities Overview

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lALmZv_dbo8
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/04/160425-new-delhi-most-polluted-city-matthieu-paley/?utm_source=NatGeocom&utm_medium=Email&utm_content=inside_20160506&utm_campaign=Content&utm_rd=811377789
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kc2DtUehj48


Bid Rent Theory 

A geographical economic theory that refers to 
how the price and demand for real estate change 
as the distance from the central business district 

(CBD) increases. 



Bid Rent Theory 

• It states that different land users will compete
with one another for land close to the city center. 

• This is based upon the idea that retail 
establishments wish to maximize their 
profitability, so they are much more willing to 
pay more for land close to the CBD and less for 
land further away from this area. 

• This theory is based upon the reasoning that the 
more accessible an area (i.e., the greater the 
concentration of customers), the more profitable.



Making Cities in the Global Core

• Redlining – financial institutions 

refusing to lend money in certain 

neighborhoods.

• Blockbusting – realtors purposefully 

sell a home at a low price to an African 

American and then solicit white 

residents to sell their homes and low 

prices, to generate “white flight.”



“Geographers have suggested 
many different models to describe 
cities in the United States.  No one 

model accurately predicts or 
portrays every city in the United 

States.” 
(Kaplan review book)



Three Classical Models of Urban Structure



Peripheral model



Each realm is a 

separate economic, 

social and political 

entity that is linked 

together to form a 

larger metro 

framework.

Urban Realms 

Model



Edge City 

• A term introduced in order to describe the 
shifting focus of urbanization in the US away 
from the CBD toward new area of economic 

activity at the urban fringe. 

• These cities are characterized by extensive 
amounts of office and retail space, few 
residential areas, and modern buildings



Urban Sprawl 

Unrestricted 
growth in many 
urban areas of 

housing, 
commercial 

development, and 
roads over large 

expanses of land, 
with little concern 

for urban 
planning.

Milton, Ontario



Boomburb

• Rapidly growing suburban cities emerging in last 
20 years (more than 100,000 residents)

• Characteristics 
– Large, sprawling

– Lack large downtowns

– Housing, retail, entertainment, offices 

– “drive-by cities of highways, office parks, and 
shopping malls are much more horizontally built and 
less pedestrian friendly than most older suburbs” 
(Brookings Institution)



Smart Growth

An urban planning
and transportation

theory that 
concentrates 

growth in compact 
walkable urban 
centers to avoid 

sprawl



New Urbanism
–A movement started in the 1980s to 

combat the growth patterns of suburbia 
and sprawl 

–The idea was a return to what originally 
made neighborhoods and cities great 
before the car took over—good 
pedestrian connections, a mix of 
independent businesses, access to lots 
of greenspace. (Alissa Walker)



Borchert’s Epochs of Transportation 

• 5 distinct periods in the history 
of American urbanization. 

• Each epoch is characterized by the impact of 
a particular transport technology on the 
creation and differential rates of growth 

of American cities. 

• This model was conceptualized by University 
of Minnesota geographer John R. 

Borchert in 1967. 



Borchert’s Epochs of Transportation 

• The five epochs identified by Borchert are:
– Sail-Wagon Epoch (1790–1830)
– Iron Horse Epoch (1830–70), characterized by impact 

of steam engine technology, and development of 
steamboats and regional railroad networks

– Steel Rail Epoch (1870–1920), dominated by the 
development of long haul railroads and a national 
railroad network

– Auto-Air-Amenity Epoch (1920–70), with growth in 
the gasoline combustion engine

– Satellite-Electronic-Jet Propulsion (1970–?), also 
called the High-Technology Epoch



How Freeways Transformed 
American Cities 

Click here for cool pictures

http://www.vox.com/2014/12/29/7460557/urban-freeway-slider-maps


Making Cities in the Global Core

• Redlining – financial institutions 

refusing to lend money in certain 

neighborhoods.

• Blockbusting – realtors purposefully 

sell a home at a low price to an African 

American and then solicit white 

residents to sell their homes and low 

prices, to generate “white flight.”



Food Deserts – urban challenges
• Chicago-Food Deserts

• Duluth, MN

Food Deserts in 
Baltimore: 

Baltimore’s food 
deserts are clustered 

in predominantly 
low-income African 
American inner-city 

neighborhoods.  

http://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/Nearly_600_000_Chicagoans_Live_in_a_Food_Desert_Chicago.html
http://www.mprnews.org/story/2012/02/14/hunger-desert


In recent years, the number of refugees has been increasing.  
However, most refugees come from just a few countries. 

A. Define the term refugee.  

B. Discuss ONE political, ONE social, and ONE environmental 
reason why refugees flee their country of origin.  

C. Using the chart shown, select a country of origin; then identify 
and explain ONE reason why refugees have left the country.  

D. Explain TWO economic impacts that refugees can have on a 
receiving country.  



Rostow’s five-stage model of economic growth and 
the core-periphery concept of Wallerstein’s three-

part world system theory are two of the more 
common economic development models. 

1. Identify and compare three differences between 
the stages of economic growth and the core 
periphery model. 

2. Use one of the two models to explain the level 
of economic development in either Mexico or 
Brazil. 

3. Give two examples of how the core-periphery 
concept can be applied below the national scale.


