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Religion

ÅA set of beliefs 

ïexistence of a higher power, spirits or god

ïan explanation of the origins and purpose 

of humans and their role on earth

ïWhich involves rituals, festivals, rites of 

passage and space (religious landscapes)



Key TermsÅUniversalizing 

Religion:  attempts 

to appeal to all 

people, not just 

those living in a 

particular location.

ÅProselytize:  to try to 

convert people to 

oneôs belief or 

opinion.



Key Terms

ÅEthnic Religions:  concentrated spatial 

distribution whose principles are likely 

based on physical characteristics of a 

particular location.



Key Terms

ÅMonotheism: 

existence of only 

one god.

ÅPolytheism: 

existence of many 

gods.



ÅBranch:  A large and fundamental 

division within a religion.

ÅDenomination:  A division within a 

branch of a religion.

ÅSect:  A relatively small denominational 

group that has broken away from an 

established church.

Religious Divisions



Religious Divisions

Secularization ï

a process that is leading to 
increasingly large groups of 
people who claim no allegiance 
to any church. 

-Atheists 

-Do not practice a religion

-Spiritual, but not religious.

- Common in Europe and the 
cities of the U.S.

- Common in former Soviet 
Union and China.

Fundamentalism ï

a process that is leading to 
increasingly large groups of 
people who claim there is only 
ONE way to interpret worship.

- Envision a return to a more 

perfect religion and ethics they 

imagine existed in the past.

ÅCommon in the U.S. and in 
some Islamic nations.



Key Terms

Syncretism - the mixing of two or more 

religions that creates unique rituals, artwork, and 
beliefs.

Examples include syncretism of Christianity and 

indigenous beliefs in the Americas, Africa, and 

Asia.

ÅCaribbean Voodoo (Haiti, Louisiana)

ÅChristianity in Indigenous Latin American



Major World Religions

ÅUniversalizing Religions
ïChristianity

ïIslam

ïBuddhism

ÅTraced to actions and teaching of a man

ÅDiffused from specific hearths by 
followers / missionaries



Major World Religions
ÅEthnic Religions

ïHinduism 

ïJudaism

ïall Animistic Religions

ÅNo specific founder

Ålimited diffusion / no missionaries





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

AvFl6UBZLv4

http://youtube.com/v/AvFl6UBZLv4
http://youtube.com/v/AvFl6UBZLv4




Christianity

ÅOrigin and Diffusion
ǒPalestine (modern Israel)

ǒ Universalizing  
Religion

ǒMessiah: Jesus





ÅBasic Precepts
ǒBelief in One God 
ǒFather, Son & Holy Spirit

ǒCovenant (contract) with God                            
ǒNew Testament - salvation to those who believe 

in Jesus Christ and his teachings

ǒSalvation is by grace or belief not works

ǒBelievers to to heaven with everlasting life

ǒConversion of others (proselytize)

Christianity



ChristianityÅBranches

ǒRoman Catholic

ǒProtestant

ǒEastern Orthodox



ÅCatholicism - largest branch

ǒHeaded by the Pope

ǒdirect link to God

ǒCeremonial - 7 sacraments                         

ǒbaptism, marriage, Eucharist, etc.

ǒVery traditional

Christianity



ÅProtestantism - (1517) Reformation era

ǒNo Pope needed

ǒindividual has direct link to God

ǒGrace through faith rather than sacraments                         

ǒforgiveness for sins through indiv. prayers

ǒSpread though N. Europe and England

ǒarose same time as 1466 Gutenberg Bible and 

the printing press

Christianity



ÅEastern Orthodoxy - 5th Century split

ǒRivalry between Pope and Patriarch of 

Constantinople (Istanbul)

ǒRome remained center for Roman Catholicism

ǒRejected Roman Catholicism doctrine                         

ǒby 1054 officially split

ǒNational Churches

ǒRussian, Greek, Serbian Orthodox, etc.

Christianity







Islam

ÅOrigin and Diffusion

ǒMecca, Muhammad

ǒUniversalizing Religion

ÅBranches

ǒSunni (majority)

ǒShiite




