
The Economist Essay: The Mekong 

 

Can one of the world’s great waterways survive its development? 

1. What industries are present along the Mekong? 

2. Describe the human/biodiversity that exists along the river. 

3. Modernization is taking place. What does this look like on the Mekong River? 

4. Explain some possible impacts the hydroelectric dams will have on the Mekong and 

the people who live there. 

5. How does the line, “change was the only true constant, no one ever steps into the 

same river twice” reflect the modernization happening here? 

 

A world receding 

6.  What is happening along the Mekong that is changing the lives of the people who 

live along it? 

7. Describe the plans China has for building dams. 

8. What are the possible benefits of the dams? 

9. What are some possible negative effects of the dams? 

 

The Vanishing 4,000 

10. How is Laos planning on developing the Mekong?  

11. Who is not enthusiastic about this plan? Why? 

12. What is the MRC? What does it do? 

13. How are NGOs (non-governmental organizations) and Environmentalist groups looking 

at the Mekong differently than the governments? 

14. Should NGOs and other outside forces be able to tell Laos how it should develop? 

 

Fathers and Sons  

15. What economic estimates does the MRC put on the Mekong and its fisheries? 

16. How has aquaculture in places such as Vietnam impacted the fishermen like Chang 

Naa? 

17. What is meant by the line, “This is the way with all rivers, but all the more so 

with the Mekong, because the geographical hierarchy reflects a geopolitical one?” 

18. “The problem is managing equity, and without permanent environmental degradation, 

the prosperity of peace.” Who or what is threatening the prosperity of peace? How? 

 

 The Delta 

19. What is the primary occupation for the people in the Mekong delta? 

20. Explain the saying, “if you want to make a good living, go to the Mekong delta: 

it's hard to be hungry there.” 

21. Explain how any changes or forces are threatening the say above? 

22. Is there anything being done to combat these problems? 

23. How does the future look for the people living along the Mekong River? 


