
UNIT 6 – LEARNING 

PERCENT ON AP EXAM – 7-9% 

 

TERMS YOU MUST KNOW 

Classical Conditioning 

Conditioned Response 

Conditioned Stimulus  

Observational Learning 

Operant Conditioning  

Shaping  

Spontaneous Recovery 

Stimulus Discrimination  

Stimulus Generalization  

Unconditioned Response 

Unconditioned Stimulus  

Learning  

Negative Reinforcement  

Positive Reinforcement  

Punishment  

Reinforcement  

Secondary Reinforcement  

Classical Conditioning Extinction  

Learned Helplessness  

Primary Reinforcement  

Fixed Ratio  

Law of Effect  

Variable Interval Schedule  

Variable Ratio Schedule  

Fixed Interval Schedule  

Partial Reinforcement  

Aversion Therapy 

Continuous Reinforcement  

Operant Conditioning Extinction  

Latent Learning 

Reflex  

Cognitive Map 

Discriminative Stimulus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT PEOPLE 

- John Garcia – rats studies (one time conditioning)  

- Robert Koelling – learned taste aversion  

- Ivan Pavlov – classical conditioning  

- B.F. Skinner – operant conditioning, Skinner Box 

- Edward Thorndike – Law of Effect  

- John Watson – behaviorism, Baby Albert  

- Edward Tolman – cognitive map and latent learning  

- Martin Seligman – positive psychology & learned 

helplessness 

 

CONFUSING PAIRS 

- Classical Conditioning (involuntary) v. Operant 

Conditioning (voluntary) 

 

TERMS STUDENTS MAKE MISTAKES ON 

- Social Learning Theory – role playing and learning  

- Punishment – e.g. quite gambling after loss 

- Operant Conditioning – voluntary  

- Classical Conditioning – involuntary  

- Observation – Most critical to learning 

- Conditioned Response – learned response  

- Negative Reinforcer – taking away an adverse thing will 

make you do it again (aspirin and headache)  

- Counter Conditioning – Classical Conditioning 

- B.F. Skinner – Operant Conditioning 

- Ivan Pavlov – Classical Conditioning 

- Rapid Acquisition may occur immediately  

- Latent Learning – Rats wondering through a maze with 

food at the end 

- Avoidance (Aversion) Training – Warning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit 6: Learning ~ Study Guide  
 

Key names 
Pavlov 
 
 
 
Watson  
 
 
 
Skinner 
 
 
 
 
Bandura 
 
 
 
 
Thorndike 
 
 
 

Landmark experiments 
Pavlov’s dog – classically conditioned dog to 
salivate at the sound of a bell 
 
 
Little Albert-classically conditioned child to 
fear white rats (& other furry things) 
 
 
Skinner Boxes-operantly conditioned 
pigeons to respond correctly to a given 
stimuli 
 
 
Bobo the Clown – children were more likely 
to behave aggressively with the Bobo doll if 
they had seen an adult model aggressive 
behavior 
 
Cats in Puzzle Boxes -animals learn through 
the Law of Effect – behaviors followed by 
favorable outcomes are more likely 
 

Theory of Learning 
Classical Conditioning 
 
 
 
First behaviorist  
 
 
 
Operant Conditioning 
 
 
 
 
Social Learning / 
Observational Learning / 
Modeling (these terms are 
interchangeable) 
 
 
Operant Conditioning 

 
 
Behaviorists such as Skinner and Watson only interested in external, observable behaviors – underestimate the 
effect of cognition and biological predisposition 
 
What effect does biological predisposition have on our ability to be conditioned? 
 
Classical Conditioning 
 Pavlov’s experiment 
 ns  

ucs  
ucr 
cs 
cr 
acquisition 
generalization  
discrimination  
extinction 
spontaneous recovery 
learned helplessness 

 
 
 

 
Operant conditioning 
positive reinforcement  
negative reinforcement  
punishment 
schedules of reinforcement  

fixed ratio 
variable ratio 
fixed interval 
variable interval 

operant chamber (Skinner Box) 
shaping / successive approximations 
biological predispositions 
primary vs. conditioned reinforcers 
partial vs. continuous reinforcement 
immediate vs. delayed reinforcement 

 
 
Social Theories of Learning (Observational/Modeling) 
 Bandura - Bobo the Clown experiments – who do 
model? (older, respected, mature, etc) 
 
 

 
ETC. 

Cognitive Maps (animals seem to form these 
without any reinforcement – rats in maze) 
 Latent Learning (Goes with cognitive maps) 

Mirror Neurons

  


